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approval, but his office may be hereditary if the son of a popular
chief is believed to possess his father's virtues. Should he be
found to be undesirable, he is politely asked to resign and a new
kliang is elected. A good village chief is a popular and influen-
tial man although he may be poor and simple. Once elected and
after the choice has been sanctioned by the gods, he cannot de-
cline to hold office, except under severe penalty. Even then his
services are not rewarded, and the advantages he enjoys by his
position are insignificant; he receives a slightly larger share of
land, perhaps a double share of the food distributed from offer-
ings, and he is free of certain duties. He does not receive any
salary despite the burden of his obligations and responsibilities;
he has to administer the society, preside over the meetings, man-
age and organize all of the desa festivals. He shares the executive
duties of the desa with the penyarifcan, a lesser official (who is not,
however, under his authority), a scribe and a number of messen-
gers, none of whom are rewarded.

Under the rule of the princes the system was greatly under-
mined, especially where the villages grew too large to be effec-
tively managed by such a simple patriarchal organization. In the
conquered territories the lands were gradually taken away from
the desa and its authority was weakened until the function of the
desa is now reduced to the upkeep of the village institutions,
the celebration of village festivals, and religious ceremonies. The
desa remains, however, the bulwark of the adat law, the net of tra-
ditional regulations owned by each village, in which all possible
cases are carefully worked out in the most remarkable simple
logic.

THE   BANDJAR

As the desa Government lost control over the social and eco-
nomic organization and as the village grew, simultaneously with
the power of the local prince, it became divided into smaller com-
munities within the desa, quarters or wards, the band/ars; co-
operative societies of people bound to assist each other in